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Environmental Changes Demand Global 
Attention
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Global Imperative– The world is interconnected and Earth remote 
sensing missions are by definition a matter of international 

cooperation



Global Reach: Current International Cooperation at 
NASA
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NASA Earth Observing Satellite Fleet 
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Increase understanding of our home 
planet, improve lives, and safeguard 

our future.
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• National Security – National security missions are typically 
domestic; limited opportunity for international cooperation

• Economic Benefit – Nations prioritize domestic economic 
benefit of launch and satellite development

• Limited Budgets – Limited national budgets and high costs of 
missions

• Data Distribution – Nations have different policies regarding 
cost of distribution of data

• Public Awareness – Public not aware of importance

Challenges to International Cooperation on 
Earth Remote Sensing



International cooperation on Earth remote sensing 
missions is vital
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• Multilateral Cooperation Mechanisms
 International Charter for Disaster response
 Group on Earth Observations (GEO) and Committee on 

Earth Observation Satellites (CEOS)
 Regional efforts (e.g. SERVIR; Sentinel Asia)

• Bilateral Cooperation 

• Highlight multiple uses of data

• Diplomatic efforts to highlight importance of cooperation

• Public outreach


